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CABINET – INFORMATION REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen 

Garage Rent Review 
 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1 This Information Report is to advise Cabinet of the intention to increase Garage 

Rents. 
 
1.2 There are two types of garage tenancies. Garage plots and Garage structures. 
 
1.3 Garage plots are where the tenant owns the garage and they pay a ground rent to 

the Council.  
 
1.4 Garage structures are where the Council own the garage and the land and these 

rents are set slightly higher. 
 
1.5 Garage rents have not increased since the last rent review in 2016. This was to allow 

tenants time to adjust to the increased rental payments. 
 
1.6 Current rents are set at £2.00 p/w for garage plots and £5.00 p/w for garage 

structures. 
 
1.7 The proposed rental increase will set rents at £5.00 p/w for garage plots and £7.00 

p/w for garage structures. 
 
1.8 Garage tenancies are annual rolling tenancies with the provision that they are 

changeable and terminable of 3 months’ notice. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The public sector faces stringent challenges over the coming years, with constrained 

budgets determining radical re-thinking about how and where services should be 
delivered in the future. 
 

2.2 Effective Asset Management within the public sector is essential in responding to 
these challenges, specifically in the areas of delivering financial efficiencies through 
reducing the size of property portfolios, re-shaping property portfolios to align to 
more efficient service delivery models, and developing strategies that set a robust 
path for the property portfolio. 

 
2.3 One of the asset categories that have been identified for review are the garage 

tenancies. 
 

2.4 There are currently 85 Garage Tenancies, these consist of a few different types of 
tenancies; 
 

 Garage Structure Tenancies – These are where the Council own the land and the 
garage structure. – There are 12 of these.  

 Garage Plot Tenancies – These are where the Council own the land and the 
garage structure has been built by the tenant. – There are 73 of these 

 
N.B There are 2 Garage structure tenants that pay a lower rent, these are exceptions 
due to them being part of a historic Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) The rent for 
these tenants is frozen for the lifetime of their tenancies. 

 
2.5 As part of a recent exercise undertaken by the Estates Department it was identified 

that we are charging significantly less than other public sector organisations, thus 
presenting the opportunity for the Council to review current rents. 
 

2.6 The last Garage rent review was undertaken by the Council was in 2016. 
 

 
 

3.0 COMPARABLES 
 

3.1 In 2011 the Estates Department took valuation advice from the District Valuer (DV) 
who suggested that we were charging significantly less than our neighbouring 
authorities. Following on from the advice taken, the Council implemented a rent 
review in 2016. Values advised by the DV in 2011 were; 

 

 Garage plots to be between £1.50 and £3.00 per week 

  Garage structures to be between £5.00 and £10.00 per week 
  
 
 

 



3.2 The following table sets out previous rental charges, current rental charges and the 
proposed rents 

 
 

 
3.4 The proposed new rent has been determined based on recent enquires with              

neighbouring authorities, other public sector organisations and private landlords. The 
exercise identified the following; 

 

 Trivallis Housing Association have garage structure rents are £6.53 p/w for 
housing tenants and £7.83 p/w for non-housing tenants 

 Blaenau Gwent Council charge £120 p/a for single garage plots and £250 p/a 
for double plots. These charges are for garage plot tenancies. 

 Bron Afon Housing Association charge £10.82 p/w for garage structure 
tenancies. 

 A private company in the Rhondda charge £40.00 p/w for garages 
 

3.5 It is considered that some tenants may find it difficult to meet the increased rental 
charges and therefore tenants will have to ability to pay their annual rent in 
instalments subject to them making personal arrangements with the Councils Sundry 
Debt department. 

 
 

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S) 
 
4.1 If the Council did not increase the garage rents then the current total income    

received would remain at £10,365.32 p/a.  
 

4.2 Increasing garage rents would see the Councils revenue increase to £22,547.92 p/a. 
 
 
 
 

 Rent prior to 2016 Current Rent Proposed Rent 

Garage Plot 

Tenancies 

0.76p p/w (£40.00 p/a) 2.00 p/w (£104.00 p/a) £5 p/w (£260.00 p/a) 

Garage 

Structure 

Tenancies 

Ranged between 0.76p and £2.40 p/w     

(£40.00 p/a and £124.80 p/a) 

 

 

£5.00 p/w (260.00 p/a) £7.00 p/w (£364.00 p/a) 



5.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
 

 Positive 
Impacts 

Negative 
Impacts 

Not 
Applicable  

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives 

  
4 of 4 0 of 4 0 of 4 

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working: 

 Long term 

 Prevention 

 Integration 

 Collaboration 

 Involvement 
 

5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5 

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 

 
2 of 10 0 of 10 8 of 10 

4. Biodiversity 
 

1 of 1 0 of 1 0 of 1 

Summary: 
 
It is considered that as a result of completing this impact assessment that neither positive or 
negative impacts are applicable. The subject headings are not applicable to the proposal.  
 
However, it is considered that the proposal is likely to create positive outcomes for communities 
due to the increase in revenue income.   
 
There will be a negative impact to tenants financially due to the rent being increased, however 
methods can be put in place to assist tenants regarding payment options. 

 
 
JUDITH JONES 
CHIEF OFFICER NEIGHBOURHOOD 
SERVICES 

COUNCILLOR DAVID HUGHES 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES, 
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution?  
 

 

 
 

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report.  


